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               NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

 
   Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 
 
“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
 evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be,  
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof.” 
 



 

 

 
SEYCHELLES 

 
Defense:  Status of Forces 

 
                                              Agreement effected by exchange of notes  
                                                  at Port Louis and Victoria  
                                                  October 27, 2008 and July 22, 2009; 
                                              Entered into force September 9, 2009.  



No. SF lN-:?.008 

The Embassy orth~;: United St<ltt·s of :\mc.!ril:a pn:scnts its compliments 

to the Ministry of Foreign t\flltirs of the Rcpublil: of Scychdlcs and has the lwnur to 

submit to the Ciovernrncnt of Seyehdlcs the latest n~rsinn or th1.: Status of For-ces 

Proll:ction ;\grecmcnt (SOFA). as approved by the United Stales Gon:mmcnt. 

Various U.S. agencies rcvit·wed the document with a gt>alto n1ake the 

agrecrncnt nwre mutually beneficial. The changes made arc based on expert opinion 

and a long history of simihtr agn.•ements with other nations. Tlw United States 

(itJVl'rnllh:nt looks fi:)f'ward to conduding this swndard practice negotiation und 

signing the SOFA agreement with the Government of Seychclks, so\\ t: can 

continue and increase the c.unmmt of mutually bcnclkial military ···to ··military 

programs we hav~: with the Gon:rnmcnt t>fScychclks. 

The l:rnbassy of' the United Stutes of' t\nh:rieu avails itsdf' of Lhis 

opportunity Ill n:n~\\' to th\.' :\finistry ofForeign :\flair::; of the R.:puhlk or 

s~ydH:Iks thl.! assuram:\.'s of its high~st consi<kration. 

hnba;;sy nl' tiH.· I 'nit..:d Stat~·s 1)f :\ml..'ri~a. 

l'urt I ')uis. ( ktoh~.-·r 27. 200X. 

l·nd.: gl..', i..:\\ l..'d S< ll·.\ dol:Ulll\.'111. 

DIPLOMA TIC NOTE 

--



Status of Forces Protection Agreement between the 
Governments of the United States of America and the 

Republic of Seychelles 

The Government of the United States of America. hercinal\cr referred to. as 
"the United States.'! and the G~wernment of the Republic of Seychelles, 
hereinafter referred as "Seychelles," both hereinafter referred as the '.'Parties": 

CONSIDERING the historically friendly relations and continued <tooperation that 
c:xist bctwt."Cn the two parties: 

A WARE that the independence and sovereignty of the United States and 
Seychelles are matters of the highest imPQrtance; 

WISHING to further their cooperation on the achievement of their bilateral 
interests. regional peace and security, and humanitarian undertakings: 

HAVING IN MIND the need to regulate the terms that wilt govern the 
presence of the United States military personnel in Seychelles to ensure their 
safeguard and to delimitate their responsibilities in case of inf'ractions; and, 

REAFFIRMING that the principlesofmutu~tl respect, friendship. good faith, 
partnership, and cooperation wHI guide the implementation of this agreement; 

III!REBV J\GREE AS FOLLOWS: 

ARTICU: 1 

This agreement upplics to: 

n) the United Stales military and civilian personnel, defined a~ members of 
the United States Armed Forces and civilian cmpl<lyccs of the United 
Stutes Department ot' Ddcmic. hereafter referred to coll~:cti\'cly as 
llnilcd Stutes personnel. and 

b) United Stat.:-.s contrtu:tors. defined a!j IHm-Rcpublic of Scyctu:llcs 
cumtl~mks .and their cmp,oyccs who arc not nationals uf the r{cJlUblic 
tlf Sc)·chc:lh:s. under contract to the United States ()cpartmcnLt,f 
Dd\::nsc. 

wlw rlla)· pc tcmporaril) prcsl'llt h1 the Republic 111" Scychclkl'i in cllllll.:di''" 
,,ith nu1iu;llly ,,greed ~hip \isit~. exercises. hum<mitariun uct.ivitics. <llh.l 
(Hh.er mutual I) agrccJ ~u:th itics. 



ARTICLE 2 

During their stay in the territory of Seychelles. United States personnel and 
United States contractors shall respect the laws <tnd regulations in force in 
Scy~.:hdlcs 

ARTICLE 3 

The following regime shall be applicable .to United States personnel \\ho may be 
temporarily present in the Republic of Seychelles in connection with mutually 
agreed activities: 

a) United States personnel shall be accorded a status c.quivalent to 
that accorded to the administrative.and technical stafTofan embassy 
under the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of April 18. 1961 ~ 

b) United States personnel may enter and exit the Republic of 
Seychelles with United States identification and with collective 
nHlvcment or individual travel orders; 

c) The Republic of Seychelles shall accept as valid all professional 
licenses issued by the United States, its political subdivisions. or States 
thereof to United States personnel for the provision of services to 
authorized personnel: · 

d) The Republic of Seychelles authorities shall accept as valid. without a 
driving test or fee. driving licenses or permits issued by the appropriate 
United States authorities to United States personnel for the operation of 
vehicles: 

e) The Unit"'~ Siates perslmncl shall be authorized to ""ear uniforms. United 
States personnel may carry arms in support of mutually agreed 
activities. if authorized to dt'l so by their orders within the 
compounds ttnd other areas where the mutually agreed activities take 
pla~c und \\hilc in transit octwccn such compounds and areas, 

ARTLCLE ~ 

The P~trtics rcc.ngni1e the J>articular impurt~tncc uf Jisdplitwry cuntrol h~ 
l =nitcu States :\rmcd. Forces •1uthoritics twcr United Stutes pcrsl\1\nel. Thcrd(lrc. 
Scn:hcllcs autlwri1cs the l 'nill!d Swt .. ·li to I!XI!r.cisc crimisml iurisJil.:ti<lll o\ cr ttnitc\1 
St;tlc~ Jh!r~,;nn\!'1 1\•r l•ff\!'nsc:. ;srising ou.t <lt'acti\itic~ l.IHII oc(·ur in lhc Rl!publi\: 
uf ~cydtdlc~. 



ARTICLE 5 

a) The Parties agree that United States personnel shull not be liable to pay 
any tax or similar charge assessed within the Republic of Seychelles. 

b) The United States Department of Defense and United States personnel 
may impurt into. export out of. and use in the Republic of Seychelles 
any personal property. equipment, supplies. material, technology. 
training, or services in connection with activities under this Agreement. 
Such importation, exportation. and usc shall be exempt from a-ny 
inspection. license. other restrictions. customs duties, taxes. or any other 
charges assessed within the Republic of Seychelles. Property 
imp(lrtcd by United States personnel for their personal use or 
consumption that is neither government owned or issued shall be 
subJect to a stand~rd cu~loms declaration .. 

c) The Parties sh~,tll cooperate to take such measur~s as may be necessary 
to ensure the security and protection of United States pers<mnel, 
property. equipment, records, .~,tnd official information in the Republic of 
Seychelles. 

ARTI.CLE6 

a) Vehicles operated by. or at the .time exclusively for the United States 
Depanment of Defense may. with respect tor the traffic laws and 
regulations in force in Seychelles. enter. exit. and move freely within 
.the territory of the Republic of Seychelles. and United States lorces 
authorities shall not be subject to the payment of overland transit tolls for 
such vehicles. 

b) Vessels and aircrafl owned or operated by. or at the time exclusively for 
the United States Department of Defense may. upon reasonable 
notification. enter. exit. and move freely within the territory of 
Seychelles and shall Mt be subject to the payanent Of landing. 
parking. or port fees. pilotage charges. or lighterage and harbour 
du~o.-s at ladlitks tlwnc<.l ami opcr.1le<.l b~ Seychelles. 

c) Aircraft (l\\ ned and upcrah:d by. u.r at the time exdusivcl~ Jor the 
l 'nitl!d States l>cpartrncnt of Dclimsc in Seychelles shall not he subject 
to pa~ anent uf llil\ igati,lO. 0\CTI1ight. terminal. or similar charges\\ hen 
in th~ h:rrilory ~lfthc Rcpuhlic of Seychelles. 

dl Vc~sds and aircnlft nwncd or upcratcc:l hy. or <H the time cxdusi\d~ l~1r 
the l :nitcd Stale~ lkpartmcnt ,,fDCI~nsc in Sc)~hdks. shulll:lc lh.:c l'rom 
!warding o.md inspcctiun. · 

o\R I'ICLE 7 



a) The Parties agree that the United States Department of Defense may 
contract for any materials. supplies. equipment. and services, including 
construction. to be furnished or undertaken in Seychelles without 
res.triction as to choice of services .. Such contracts shall be solicited. 
aw;uded. and administered in accordance with ~he laws and regulations 
of the United Stutes. 

b) Acquisition of articles and services in Seychelles b.)' or on behalf or the 
United Stales Department o( Defen.se in connection with muwally 
agreed activities under this Agreement shall not be subject to any 
t41xes or similar charges in the Republic of Seychelles. 

ARTICJ..,E 8 

a) The Parties agree that United States contractors shall not be liable to JWY any 
tax or similar charge assessed within the Republic of Seychelles in 
connection with mutually agreed activities under this Agreement. 

b) Such contractors may impcm into. export out of. and use in the Republic 
of Seycne(les any personal property. equipment, supplies, materials, 
technology, training. or services in fulfillment of contracts with the 
United States Department of Defense in connection with mutually agreed 
ac.tiviti.es under thisAgreement. · 

c) Such importation. exportation, and use shall be exempt from any license and 
any other s·imilar restriction. customs, duties. taxes. or any other 
charges assessed within the Republic of Seychelles. Property imported 
l:!y United States .c.ontractors for their personal use or consumption 
that is neither government owned or issued shall be subject to a 
standard customs declaration. Other importation, exportation. und use not 
co.nnected to n1utually agreed .activities shall not be exempted. 

d) United States contructors sh~ll be granted the same treatment as United 
States personnel with. respeet to profellsional and drivers' lic~nscs. 

ARTICLE 9 

l :nitcd Stutes pcrsunnel shall h:l\"C r~~dmn of lllO\'CillCill and ~ICCCSS to and ll~ 
~,r ntutuully agreed tranSf"'rla(i\ln. storugc. training. and <lthcr lacilitks required 

· in cunn~-cti\m '' ith acti\ hies under this Agrccm~m. 



.\RTICLF 10 

n) TIH· l'nitc.d St:tH·s ,\rmcd Force::' mny ll:'(; th(.· r:~dio ::pcc·truru 1n 

cnmpJi:u1cc.· with procc:dun::; for aurhori7.atinn of u,:c: in force tn 
Sc,chclk~. 

h) Tlw L'nircJ ~tare.·:; Ocp:trnncin nf Dcf<.·n,:c ,:hnll be allmvc:tl w opc:r;Hc trs 
own tdc:cnmmunic:uinn systems, :l.ll tdccommunic:nion i,: dt:filwd Jrl til<.' 

1992 l.onstirurion :tnd Con\'c:i11inn uf the.· lntc:rnarinn:d 
Tt.·lccomnninic:ttinn l'n.inn. This shaH include the right w lttili7.t" SlH:h 
means and ~cn·icc,: as r·c:quirc:d to ensure full ability tu opcr:~tc 
tckcommunk:ltiun syMcms, and the: right ro usc all n<.·c:c~:;arr radw 
:cpc(;trum for thi$ purpose:, subject to usc of frcquendc:o :>pedtit~d by Seychelles' 
tdccommunicarion,: authorities. 

c) l'sc of the radio spcctruin 1.1hall be free ofcnst w tlw l'nitcd Sr:ttt•,: 
Dcpanmc:nt of Defense. 

.\RTICI.£ II 

tl) The P:lttit.•:~ w:1in· :tny and all claims, other dun contr:.ctual claim:;, 
ngain~<t t~nch uchcr for damage to ur l.o!\:;. or de:~ trucrion uf the otlu:r'~ 
property ur injury. or death of L'nitcd States personnel or Seychdks' 
armcu forcc:l' pcrsonnd ari!'ing out .of the perforn1ancc of their ofticinl 
dutjc:s in cnnncctiCin wi-th mutuallr :tgrccd :tcrivitics unJc.~r this 
a~n:cn1cnt. 

b) .For d:tims nm cxch_tdcd und<:r pnr:tgraph n) of this :\rtic:lc:, the 
L'nitc.!J St:ttcs :~hall p:t}' just nnd rcuonabh: cmnp<.~ns:uinn in 
sdtlcmcnt of ant·ritorious- third party cl:.ims arising our of :tcB or 
omissions of L' nirc:d Smtc~ persunnd done in the performance uf 
their nffidal c.iuric,; :md incidt.~rl,t fo the non-tf)tnh:H :tcri,·itic:~ of rlw 
l' nitcd State.·:; furccs. The l.'nitc·d State.' !I ma.y also, at ir:: sole 
Jiiicn:rinn. :H.·rtlt· mniruriom thiru p:nty claims nor arisin~ from the 
pc.•rfnrmancc of uffid;tl dutic.'l'. Suc:h daims. ~h:lll be: l'Xpnlitio~t!~lr 
pron·s..-•. :d :wd ~l·tdctl by l'nirc<.l St<ih.'!l fnrct<s :HJtlwrid,·i> in 
;ll'C:OI'tbnn· with rlw l;~w~ :end rc.·~ul:ttion" of the l'nitcc.l State~. 



c) \'\'ithour prcjudict.• ro p:1ragr~ph!~ a) and b) of this .\rticlc, bntb 
Partie:; undcrmkc m :woid, Ill the cour:~c: ni mutually ''~rt•cJ :t<.~tkiticl' 
undt·r thi:~ .\grcctnl'tH, d:~ma~t· w tlu: <:ndwn·mcrit, ria· economy, and 
rhc popubrion nf Sl.'ychdlt.·~-

ARTICLE 12 

Tlw P;~rtil.·~ 11r rh~·ir dc:->ign:ucd rcprc~ent:~tion!l may cntl't into impll'mcntut~ 
;trf;lllJ.t''mcitrs ru carry our the pn)\'i:;i()m; of this Agrccnlt:nt. 

ARTICLE l3 

o\n~· dispute ln·rwccn the Puticll that arise.·:~ regarding the inrcrprct:ltion or 
<tpplicarinn nf thi:; :\grccmt·nt ::hall be rc::coh·cd at the lowest cnrnpctcnr level 
thrnugh con:culr:itinn bct\vccn. the Partie:; and shall nnt be:: rd'crn·d to :tny 
n:Hion;~J or international court, tribunal, or nrht.•r simil:!r body, or any third 
parry fur ;:,·ttlcmcmt. 

ARTICLE 14 

Thill .\grcc:mcnr m;~y he terminated br either Party by written notice. TlH· 
rl·rmin.:nion will h:wc effect l'ix month~ after nocific:niuri of tcrminariou is 
rt.·cci,·cd br the: • ,rhcr partr. 

ARTICLE 15 

Thi:~ .\grc.·t:mc:nt :;hall c:nrer inw force upon rhc.: dntt· Scydtdlt·:: notifies 

the;· l'nitct.i ~t.lfc:~ i.n writing through diplomatic channel!' thilt all nf ir:-; 

inrc.·rn:tl pron· .. turc:o> tn•cc.':l!l:try w hring this :\Hn!cm .. ·nt into furcc.· h<l\'(,! 

h~·,·n :-ati:dil·,L 



MFA/110/8/10/2 

NOTE NO: 55 /2009 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Seychelles presents its 
compliments to the Embassy of the United States of America in Port Louis 
and has the honour to refer to the latter's Diplomatic Note No. SE 89-2008 
of 27th October 2008 concerning the proposed "Status of Forces 
Protection Agreement between tlw Governments of tlw United States 
of Arrwrlca and the Republic of Seycheller- (SOFA}. 

The Ministry would like to confirm through this Note that the draft 
agreement detailed in the Embassy's above-referred Note SE 89-2008 is 
ai>proved by the Seychelles Government and is active as soon as receipt is 
confirmed by the Embassy. 

The Ministry looks forw;;rrd to the additional implementing arrangements 
discussed by the two parties during the recent visit of Mrs. Virginia Blaser, 
Charge d'Affaires in the US Embassy in Port I.,.ouis. and referred to in 
Article 12 of the Agreement. 

rn thanking the Embassy of the United States of America in Port Louis for 
its continuing cooperation, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the f~cpublic 
of Sevchdle~ avails itself of this opportunity to renew to it: the assurances 
of its .. hight!st consideration. 

VICTORIA 
22KD JULY 2009 

EMBASSY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
P.O. BOX 544 
4TH FLOOR, ROGERS HOUSE 
JOHN KENNEDY STREET 
PORT LOUIS 
REPUBLIC OF MAURITIUS 

· . 
... / ... ·<·' 


